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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4200 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OCLR MAAR NATO 

SUBJECT: FY 78 TACTICAL AIR DEPLOYMENTS 

REF: (A) THE HAGUE 3292 (DTG 280649Z JUN 77) 

(B) STATE 195569, (DTG 172101Z AUG 77) 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REF B, BOSCH AND AIR STAFF HAVE CONFIRMED 
SOESTERBERG. AFTER THAT CONFIRMATION WAS RECEIVED, NOTE WAS 
SENT TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR THEIR APPROVAL OF 
PROPOSED DEPLOYMENT TO SOESTERBERT. INFORMAL CONTACT WITH 
MFA INDICATES THERE SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM BUT NOT TO EXPECT 
FORMAL REPLY FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO DISCUSSION OF PROPOSALS WITH BOSCH (REF A), 

AIRA INFORMALLY DISCUSSED PROPOSED DEPLOYMENT INTO EINDHOVEN 
WITH CINCRNLAF, LTGEN GESCHIERE, AND HE CONFIRMED WHAT BOSCH 
SAID. THAT IS, BECAUSE OF THE SENSITIVE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE RNLAF, MOD AND OTHER CONCERNED BRANCHES OF THE GON, 

THE INTERNAL POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND THE FACT THAT 
THE NETHERLANDS CURRENTLY IS TRYING TO FORM A NEW 
GOVERNMENT, A FORMAL REQUEST TO DEPLOY INTO EINDHOVEN WOULD 
NOT ONLY RECEIVE A "NO", BUT IT MIGHT BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE 
RNLAF'S NEGOTIATIONS AIMED AT KEEPING EINDHOVEN OPEN AS A 
NATO MAIN OPERATING BASE. 
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3. WILL ADVISE ON MFA ANSWER TO SOESTERBERG REQUEST AS SOON 
AS WE HAVE FORMAL REPLY. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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NNN 
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